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Opening Statement

Kenya takes pride that it has been at the center of and a top advocate for the Agenda
2030 and was a member of the High Level Panel of Eminent Persons to advise the
United Nations Secretary General on the global development framework beyond
2015. The Permanent Representative of Kenya to the UN co-chaired the Open
Working Group on Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) mandated to develop a
set of sustainable development goals.

As a country, our involvement in these global initiatives is well anchored in our long-
term development blueprint, the Kenya Vision 2080 and even more importantly the
Kenya Constitution 2010 which has a strong Bill of Rights and values and principles
that are good drivers of the commitments of Agenda 2030. The Constitution also
provides for a devolved system of government that has seen the establishment of 47
sub-national governments. These have become key centers of development, taking
public services closer to the people. It is therefore important to observe that these
development frameworks and accompanying institutional arrangements have
undoubtedly enabled the country to make a strong start in implementing the Agenda
2030.

Towards the end of 2013 the country joined the international community in efforts to
determine the global development framework that would succeed the MDGs. It
carried out nationwide consultations among stakeholders culminating in the Kenya
National Common Position on the Post 2015 Agenda. The Common position was
shared at the regional and continental level and was integrated into the Common
Africa Position for the Post 2015 Development Agenda. Therefore Kenya finds the
SDGs more consultative than the previous development framework. They are more
comprehensive, ambitious wider in reach to encompass the developed world and have
assisted humanity to share in a common and collective undertaking.

Lessons learned from the MDGs implementation process in Kenya have shown that
the achievement of critical objectives and challenges of the Agenda 2030 will also
depend on strong local action and leadership embedded in a coordinated and effective
multi-level governance system. It is therefore critical to identify various specific
mechanisms, tools, and processes to effectively translate the SDGs into practices at
the local level and monitor them. The Government also recognizes the role of
stakeholders including but not limited to NGOs, CSOs and private sector.

Since the adoption of the SDGs, Kenya has managed to make some strides to place the
country on a firm path of implementation. The country developed an elaborate Road
Map to guide the implementation of the SIDGs in the country. The Road Map provides
a programmatic guide for all development stakeholders for the next three years. The
MDGs End Term Report covering the period 2000-2015 was undertaken and has
greatly informed the foundation for the implementation of the agenda 2030.

T'he country held a national official launch of the SDGs where all development actors
came together to begin the process of domesticating the Agenda 2030. In addition to
the launch, the country also mapped out all SDGs targets and indicators against the
mandates of the various development actors and assigned goals and targets
accordingly. Further, the government directed all Government Ministries,
Department and Agencies to mainstream the SDGs into policy, planning, budgeting
as well as monitoring and evaluation systems and processes. An Inter Agency
Technical Committee drawing membership from the private sector, civil society,
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